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PREFACE 


Under the enlightened and progressive rule 
of His Highness Sri Chithira Thirunal Maha¬ 
rajah, Travancore has taken its place in the 
forefront of Indian States- The establishment 
of a bicameral legislature with extensive 
powers of interpellation, and effective financial 
control over the Budget, the appointment of a 
Public Service Commissioner, and the institu¬ 
tion of a Civil Service Examination for 
recruiting of candidates to the higher cadres 
in the Service, up-to-date legislation relating 
to Joint Stock Companies, Insurance, Debt 
Relief, the organisation of the Bar Council, 
marriage and women’s rights, and labour, are 
some of the noteworthy administrative reforms 
effected during the last eight years of His 
Highness’s reign. , 

The^world is still ringing with praise of 
the Temple Entry Proclamation of His High¬ 
ness which appropriately ranks with the aboli¬ 
tion of slavery in the West. This one 
decree promulgated when His Highness was 
only twenty-five years of age has liberated 
v 
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thousands of “Untouchables” from their 
agelong misery of social ostracism- and 
ignorance. Progressive Hindus -welcomed the 
change in the status of the “Untouchables ” 
for two reasons; firstly, because, as the Maha¬ 
rajah said in his decree, “ true Hinduism is 
based on an all-comprehending tolerance ” and 
secondly, because dissatisfaction with their lot 
was bringing about a disintegration of the 
Hindu Community. 

Travancore, one of the most progressive 
and picturesque of the Indian States, is now 
vigorously engaged in implementing a well- 
thought-out programme of industrialisation. 
This involves a reorientation of her system 
of education and careful exploitation of her 
enormous natural resources. Travancore has 
now been put on the industrial and tourist 
maps of the world. 

The new Travancore University of which 
the Pounder and Chancellor is His Highness 
has been established with the lofty purpose of 
“ concentrating attention on practical branches 
of study which directly affect the material 
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well-being and standard of the average citizen 
in addition to devoting attention to the litera¬ 
ture and art of Kerala as an integral part of 
humanistic studies.” 

The Development Department of the State 
has set itself to the task of treating the 
immense quantity of soft wood available in 
the forests and using it for constructional 
purposes. The Ceramic factory at Kundara 
has started work and China Clay of the finest 
quality has been put on the market. The 
Pallivasal Hydro-Electric Scheme is nearing 
completion and this will give a great fillip to 
cottage industry and agriculture. The State 
Transport system has proved an unqualified 
success. The inauguration of the Travancore 
Credit Bank has to a considerable extent miti¬ 
gated economic depression. His Highness has 
demonstrated the value of the arts in life by the 
opening of the Sri Chitralayam and the Eanga 
Yilas Palace Art ’ Gallery to afford oppor¬ 
tunities to his subjects “for that aesthetic 
education which is one of the prime elements 
of culture.” 

A new era has been ushered into Travan¬ 
core under the enlightened rule of H. H. The 
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TRAVANCORE 

BY 

Sib 0. P. Ramaswamy Iyeb, k.o.i.is., 

Deivan of Travancore ,. 

Isolated by the towering mass of the 
Western Ghats, hidden array in a confusion 
of bays and creeks, hills, dense forests and 
graves of cocoanut palm and situate in the 
southernmost corner of India, Travancore has 
not, till recently, attracted the attention that 
it deserves by reason of its wonderful and 
varied scenery and its cultural and political 
individuality; but thanks to the energetic and 
progressive policy of the present Ruler, atten¬ 
tion is being more and more focussed on the 
'State and increasing numbers of tourists 
testify to its appeal. . There is not much 
difference in area between Baroda and Travan¬ 
core, but Travancore has more than double 
the population of Baroda and about fifty per 
cent more by way of population than either 
Kashinere or Gwalior and yet the average 
1 A 
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annual revenue of Gwalior, Kashmere, Baroda, 
and Travancore are roughly the same. Mysore 
is about 25 per cent more populous than 
Travancore and its revenue 40 per cent more. 
Comparing these figures, it is easily perceived 
that the subjects of Travancore are much 
more lightly taxed than those of many of the 
other great Indian States. The great density 
of the population of Travancore will be appre¬ 
ciated by realising that out of 7,700 sq. miles, 
about half are covered by forests or backwater. 
The congestion of population, it has been 
argued, is a handicap ; but, on the other hand, 
it must be remembered that the people are 
traditionally industrious and have a great 
aptitude for arts and crafts and are, from the 
highest to the lowest, very simple in their 
habits. In spite of the present depression, the 
various industries connected with cocoanut 
are still one of the main sources of agricultural 
wealth but other crops of an important 
character are pepper and ginger, arecanut, 
jackfruit and tapioca as well as pine-apple and 
other fruits the possibilities of which have to 
be adequately explored. There is also a great' 
future for sugar-cane. Travancore is one of 
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the most important units on the Indian 
Continent in the matter of rubber and tea 
production. Various cottage industries have, 
for centuries, obtained a firm foothold in the 
country and cotton weaving and coil' making, 
wood and ivory carving, screwpme work and 
carpentry are well known for their artistic 
excellence throughout the world; and, during 
recent years, the enterprising fisher com- 
'munityhas, under the farsighted supervision 
of philanthropic agencies, developed the lace 
industry which has acquired a name for 
delicacy and durability. The kaolin deposits 
of Travancore are some of the finest in 
existence and it is hoped that the making of 
China-clay and porcelain products will soon be 
one of the recognised and prosperous indus¬ 
tries. 

The forest resources comprise big blocks 
growing timber trees like teak, blackwood and 
ebony, and sandalwood and cardamom are 
some of the varieties of indigenous products 
of the country. In addition, there is an 
almost unlimited extent of soft-wood and reeds 
that can yield an abundance of pulp whose 
uses in the matter of the manufacture of paper 
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and cardboard and various other modern in¬ 
dustrial products like artificial silk are being 
widely recognised. From the hilly nature of 
the country and the dense vegetation- that 
encompasses it and the very heavy rainfall 
the arable area is confined to terraces along 
the valleys and some irrigated portions in the 
south and the reclamations from the back¬ 
water in the north. The forests, in fact, cover 
a third of the whole area. 

One of the special features of the country is 
the series of wide backwaters which form the 
cheapest possible route for traffic from Cochin 
to Trivandrum. There are navigable canals 
along the entire littoral and innumerable 
streams and rivers flowing westward to the 
sea. Properly dredged and deepened, these 
waterways will be many times cheaper than 
any rail or road transport, especially for heavy 
traffic and if motor tugs are introduced, 
Travancore need not suffer from comparison 
with any modern State in the matter of trans¬ 
port facilities. Even at present, out of the 
total trade, 26 per cent is carried by sea and 
45 per cent by backwater. 

’ 4 



TRAVANCORE RE-BORN 


The fisheries of Travancore are already an 
item erf considerable importance and the 
export of fish and fish products amounts in 
' value' to about 25 lakhs and a well-directed 
extension of the existing programme for the 
education of fishermen and the spread of 
co-operation amongst them can easily lead to 
the rapid expansion of the industry. Poultry¬ 
farming and especially bee-keeping in the 
'State have attracted outside attention and 
Marthandom which carries on an intensive 
programme of rural reconstruction is one of 
the recognised centres of All-India importance. 

So far, I have been dealing with the question 
of the natural resources of the State ■ but what 
might have been an obstacle to industrial 
progress is the fact that although there are 
•big deposits of monazite, ilmenite and graphite 
and certain other minerals, there is little or no 
coal and no mineral oil obtainable -within the 
State. There is, however, ample compensation 
for this disadvantage in the existence of a 
number of sources of easily available hydro¬ 
electric power; and the Pallivasal Hydro¬ 
electric Scheme initiated by the present 
Maharaja which will be in full operation in 
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the course of a few months, is expected to 
result in the inauguration of industrial projects 
like Bleaching, Paper and Rubber factories 
and of a number of textile and other industries, 
big and small, which would become paying 
propositions if cheap power becomes available. 

It is well known that 'Travancore is a parti¬ 
cipant in the Cochin Harbour scheme and has 
other ports of its own; and the future of, 
Travancore is, in fact, bound up with its trade 
and commerce the total value of which- is 
much over 16 crores per year. It must not be 
forgotten that judging by recorded history, for 
over 2000 years some of the ports in Travan¬ 
core have had dealings with the commercial 
nations of the East and West beginning with 
China to whom she perhaps owes some of her 
architectural practices and fishing appurten¬ 
ances and coming down.to the great European 
trading Corporations with one of whom the 
English East India Company, she entered 
into an unshaken political alliance over a 
hundred and fifty yeara ago. 

Ear outweighing even the value of the 
natural resources of the country, imposing as 
6 
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they are, are the character and the potential¬ 
ities of - the people of the land. Thanks to a 
century-old system of liberal State encourage¬ 
ment, and owing to the fact that the State 
spends over 20 per cent of its revenues on 
education and thanks also to the non-existence 
of the purdah system and the absolute equality 
of status between men and women in the 
Political, Social and Educational spheres, 
Travancore admittedly stands in the forefront 
in the matter not only of men’s but of 
women’s education. Not less than 13 per 
cent of the population are attending schools 
in Travancore and there is a school for 
every two square miles in the State. These 
figures are so much higher than those of 
any part of British India that there is really 
no comparison between the progress of edu¬ 
cation in, Travancore arid even progressive 
Indian Provinces. 

The spread of literacy in the country will be 
best realised when it is pointed out that there 
are nearly 120 periodicals and newspapers —- 
published within the State in English and 
Malayalam. 


7 
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Tlie rapid growth of education and the 
desire of girls as well as-boys to attain econo¬ 
mic independence have, however, led to a 
phenomenal increase in middle-class- un¬ 
employment both amongst men and women 
and recent social legislation in the State has 
led by inevitable processes to a fragmentation 
of holdings. The result is that much more 
acutely than in almost any part of British 
India there is prevalent a keen economic 
struggle and competition amongst the educated 
groups. Travancore may not have suffered 
from famine, but on the other hand, it is not 
a land of capitalists but of peasant proprietors, 
small industrialists and tradesmen who have 
been very hard hit by the present agricultural 
depression and the setback in the export trade 
in cocoanut products as well as in pepper and 
other spices and the slump in rubber. What 
is needed to enable Travancore to make the 
utmost use of her opportunities is an over¬ 
hauling of the system of education and a 
carefully designed economic planning which 
will without reproducing the evil effects of the 
factory system, industrialise the State and not 
only give secondary occupations to the 
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families of landholders and agriculturists but 
also open fresh and useful careers to the 
middle-class unemployed. His Highness the 
present Maharaja who belongs to one of the 
oldest Ruling Houses in India does not propose 
to rest on his historic laurels but has deter¬ 
mined to put Travancore in its proper place 
on the Indian map, and he has the great 
advantage of ruling over a people who possess 
• great cultural and artistic traditions and 
whose intellectual standards are very high and 
whose enterprise is proverbial. The subjects 
of Travancore are to be found occupying good 
positions in various spheres all over India and 
in many other countries. 

Travancore instituted a Legislative Council 
nearly fifty years ago and His Highness 
' initiated four years ago a Bicameral Legisla¬ 
ture in which both men and women take part 
I and which possesses a very large budgetary 
I control and extensive powers of discussion 
f and interpellations. The franchise has recent- 
I ly been lowered and adjusted so as to enable 
i all communities to be represented in the 
j, Legislature. He has also instituted a Public 
j Service Commission to deal with the question 
9 
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of recruitment to the Public Services with a 
view to equalise opportunities for all aspirants. 
Fortunately, the standards of education are so 
high in the State that this can be done 
without lowering efficiency. 

The tradition of religious toleration is one 
of the glories of the State and Muslims 
and Christians belonging to dozens of sects 
have found uninterrupted hospitality and 
encouragement during many centuries and 
it would he true to say that there is no 
part of. India and very few parts of the world 
where there are more temples, churches 
and other places of worship to the square 
'mile than in Travancore. 

The credit of the State is very high in the 
money market as was evidenced by the strik¬ 
ing success of the recent loan of fifty lakhs for 
Hydro-electric purposes which was subscribed 
more than five times over in a few minutes 
after the opening of the subscription list. 
Apart from productive assets, the State 
possesses ample reserves in the shape of fluid 
securities. It is noticeable that a very small 
amount (less than five per cent of the 
10 
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revenues) is taken by His Highness and his 
family for their privy purse. 

But man does not live by bread alone and I 
cannot conclude without adverting to the 
creditable literary and poetical output in 
Malayalam which is a very apt instrument for 
the expression of humour and irony as well as 
of graver moods and without referring to the 
widespread musical talent in fostering which 
the members of the Boyal Family have, for 
generations, taken an active personal part, 
one Maharaja (Swathi Thirunal) being, in 
fact, a renowned poet and composer respected 
wherever music is honoured in the South of 
India. By starting the Palace and State Art 
G-alleries, by the help given to the rediscovery 
and preservation of old frescoes and other art 
treasures of the past and by their trained 
appreciation of music the present Euler and 
his mother have begun what is hoped will be a 
true cultural renaissance. 


Broadcast talk given, from the Bombay on 
September 27, 1936. 
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Sadasya Thilakan T. K. Velu Pillai, b.a., b.l., 
Member, Travancore University Senate. 

The Ruling Family of Travancore is the 
oldest in India. Most of the States which 
were prominent on the ancient political map 
have either ceased to exist or been so 
modified that their identity is difficult to trace. 
Many were the ruling families of ancient 
descent uprooted by foreign invasion and 
consigned to oblivion. 

Secure from invasion within its natural 
defences of sea and mountain and guarded by 
the courage of a martial people led by 
distinguished Maharajas, Travancore has been 
able to maintain its integrity and independence 
resisting the aggression of the Chola and 
Pandya armies in the earlier stages and the 
forces of the Yijayanagar Empire in the later 
periods of South Indian history. She main¬ 
tained her political independence from the. 
earliest periods until the time of her alliance 
with the East India Company. She was able 
to withstand the arms and diplomacy of 
12 
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Portugal in a manner which must elicit the 
admiration of all who know the facts. It was 
the Travancoreans who drove the Dutch out 
of Malabar and put an end to their visions of 
supremacy in India. The great Maharaja 
Martanda Yarma (1729-1758) and his nephew, 
Dharrna Baja, stood by the British at a. time 
when • they had no ally worth the name in 
South India or the Deccan. Many of the 
victories gained by the armies of the East 
India Company—Ponnani, Wandrwash, and 
Bangalore—were mainly due to the courage 
and determination of the Travancore contin¬ 
gents. They were able to thwart the schemes 
of Hyder Ali and inflict a severe defeat upon 
Tippu Sultan, capturing his seals, rings and 
standards, and forcing him over their frontiers. 

A few landmarks in the dynastic history of 
the Ruling Eamily may be indicated with 
advantage. The rulers of the Chera dynasty 
were great warriors, able administrators and 
liberal patrons of arts and literature. The 
Harivamsa and other works of admitted anti¬ 
quity support the tradition of the services 
rendered by one of the early Chera Kings to 
13 
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the combatants on the field of Kurukshethra. 
The great Kulasekhara who enriched the 
thought and learning of medieval India by his 
contributions to literature, religion and. philo - 
sophy was a Chera King who ruled over Tra- 
vancore, so was Bavi Varma Samgramadhira 
(1299—1314), the Lord of all Kerala, who 
led his mighty army beyond the G-hats, sub¬ 
dued the Gholas and the Pandyas, broke the 
back of the invasion .led by Malik Kafir and 
crowned himself Emperor of South India at 
Conjeevaram. He is described in records and 
documents as a king of great valour and 
personal virtue, the embodiment of truth and 
justice, the patron of liberal arts and the shin¬ 
ing light of the Lunar Dynasty. The part 
played by the Maharajas of Ti'avancore in the 
eighteenth century, referred to in the previous 
paragraph, was thus in keeping with the great 
traditions of the dynasty. 

The success of their internal administrations 
has been testified to by British administrators 
and European travellers as well as by the 
writers of Malabar. The taxes were imposed 
with equity and collected with justice and 
moderation. The practice of a rigid personal 
14 ' 
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economy enabled them to liberate large sums 
for public expenditure, the digging of irrigation 
tanks and canals, the making of roads and 
bridges and the construction of temples" and 
other public buildings. The legislation of the 
period was marked by a desire to advance the 
public weaT as well as. the protection of the 
private rights of person, and property. The 
Lav^iT" delays were prevented by the promul¬ 
gation of wise rules of procedure. “ When a 
female petitioner comes before the District 
Cutcherry,” says the Chattavariols, “her 
complaint shall be heard and settled at once, 
and on no account shall a female be detained 
for a night. No petitioner was to be detained 
to his inconvenience and put to expense for 
feeding himself, pending the settlement of his 
case. If the case was not decided within eight 
days the petitioner was to be fed at the expense 
of the officer.” At a time when anarchy 
and disorder reigned in most parts of the 
Indian "continent and the Government of 
British India and those of the Indian States 
were engaged in putting down violence and 
crime, Travancore was a peaceful and well- 
governed State. Of that period in her history 
15 
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Fra Bartholomew wrote :— “ Public security 
is restored throughout the whole country; 
robbery and murder are no longer heard of; 
no one has occasion to be afraid on the high¬ 
ways; religious worship is never interfered 
with and people may rest assured that on every 
occasion justice will be speedily administered.” 

Another remarkable trait in the character 
of the Travancore sovereigns is their policy of 
religious toleration. Long before the establish¬ 
ment of British authority in India when the 
arm of Travancore was long and strong enough 
to defeat the Portuguese and the Butch forces 
in the open field, the Maharajas rendered all 
assistance to the Christian missionaries to 
preach the G-ospel of Christ, granting the 
authorities of the churches the right to collect 
certain items of revenue and utilize them for 
their own purposes. The representatives of 
the Christian church w r ere treated with all 
becoming kindness and respect. The Maharaja 
Karthika Thirunal (1758—1798) .paid a fixed 
allowance to the Bishop to defray the expenses 
of providing lamps at the Catholic church, at 
Varapuzha. He undertook to point out a site 
16 
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for a church at Myladi in South Travancore 
when complaint was made to him that his 
subordinate officers raised obstacles to the 
erection of the structure. Well might Bartho¬ 
lomew say that the Maharaja “took such 
measures that all the grievances of the Malabar 
Christians were redressed in the kindest 
manner.” Large areas of agricultural lands 
were granted to missionary bodies. Sites and 
buildings for churches and chapels were pro¬ 
vided by the Maharajas at their own cost. 
Permission was given to teach the Gospel of 
Christ not only in the educational institutions 
owned and managed by missionary bodies but 
also in the premier School in the State 
maintained by the Government. Poliowing 
the example of the Eulers, Hindus belonging 
to the aristocratic classes granted lands gratis 
for the building of churches and chapels. The 
nature of this kindly treatment can be fully 
appreciated only when it is borne in mind that 
Eobert De Nobilis and John Be Brito met 
with extremely cruel treatment in Madura and 
Bamnad. 

■jfc 
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To the Maharajas of Travancore the interests 
of their subjects have always been their prime 
concern. They appreciated the value of knowl¬ 
edge, both eastern and western, and' were 
always eager to diffuse the blessings of 
education among their subjects. The names 
of some of the illustrious Maharajas of 
Travancore shine for ever in Malayalam 
literature and South Indian history. Learning . 
is their birthright and patronage of the liberal"" 
arts a consecrated legacy. A knowledge of 
Sanskrit is a common accomplishment among 
tile members of the family. The great Swathi 
Tjhirunal (1829-1847) was an erudite scholar 
,idfnd a gifted poet. His musical compositions 
* have won fame in the remotest parts of India.. 
Under his successor the indigenous drama , 
known as Kathakali, which is now greatly 
appreciated by Indians and Europeans alike 
attained the high watermark of its popularity 
through royal patronage. For more than a 
hundred years the Eulers of Travancore have 
been familiar with the English language and 
acquainted with the main currents of western 
civilization. , 


18 
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In the reign of Ayilyam Thirunal Maharaja 
(1860-1880), Travancore was recognised by 
the Paramount Power as the “ Model State.” 
His successor Sri Visakhom Thirunal continu¬ 
ed his work with such devotion that he was 
able to “ compress within a short period of five 
years the work of a lifetime.” He was a great 
scholar and a deep thinker and wrote English 
with a mastery of style which drew the praises 
of the most discerning critics. Under His 
Highness, the late Sri Mulam Thirunal Maha¬ 
raja, Travancore made rapid strides in the 
march of progress. While the Maharaja was 
conservative in personal matters; especially in 
the observance of religious ceremonies, in 
matters of State policy he was the most liberal 
statesman of the time. The rule of law was 
scrupulously respected. Education received 
His Highness’ personal attention and rep¬ 
resentative institutions were tried with, 
distinct success. A Legislative Council was 
brought into existence in 1888, the first" of its 
kind in an Indian State. It was enlarged in 
1898, then in 1919, and again in 1931. There 
was also a Popular Assembly which enabled 
the representatives of the people to place before 
19 
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the Government their wants and wishes. Of 
the work of these bodies Sir P. Rajagopalachari 
said:—■ “ It has been my experience that the 
representations made by the members on the 
measures of Government have generally thrown 
a flood of light on aspects of questions which 
neither the Dewan nor the Heads of Depart¬ 
ments ever thought of.” 

In Travancore women are taking a deep 
and sustained interest in public questions and 
are evincing a commendable attitude in 
shouldering their responsibilities, not only in 
home and the State but also in the wider 
cultural and political life of India. Well might 
Her Highness Maharani Sethu Parvathi Bayi 
address the All-India Women’s Conference 
held at Trivandrum in these words:— “Not 
only has our history afforded instances of 
queens who have stamped their individuality on 
the chronicles of their country, but in fine arts 
and philosophy women have played an im¬ 
portant part. The equality of women with 
men in the matter of political, as well as 
property rights is to-day an established fact. 
Women in Travancore have attained a high 
standard.” The queens of Travancore have 
20 
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been famous for their accomplishments and 
their devotion to the welfare of the people. In 
the early years of the nineteenth century 
the reigns of the two Ranis were remarkable 
for solid achievements in the field of education 
and the amelioration of the condition of the 
depressed classes. 

* * * 

Most of the reforms which the people of 
many an Indian State are but now demanding 
were accomplished inTravancore many decades 
ago, by the generosity and genuine patriotism 
of the Ruling Family. The pace of social 
reform is quick ; while in other parts of India 
caste is still a hide-bound institution, the 
people of Travancore, women as well as men, 
have shaken off the prohibition, on interdining 
and even on intermarriage. The home con-, 
tinues a sacred institution reinforced and 
invigorated by the example of the Palace. The 
people of Travancore remember with pride the 
words used by His Highness the Maharaja in 
testifying to that influence* “It is a consola¬ 
tion and a great privilege,” said His Highness, 
“ that in my task I shall have the inestimable 
advantage of the watchful solicitude and the 
21 
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\ unparalleled devotion of my mother to whom I 
owe more than I can ever express in words.” 

It was a heritage such as this that fell to 
His Highness Sri Chithira Thirunal Maharaja 
when His Highness attained his majority and 
returned to his country with a mind enriched 
by study and observation and a vision extend¬ 
ed by travel. No Euler of Travancore began 
his reign under more favourable auspices. The 
hopes and prophecies formed at his Installation 
are being fulfilled in a manner to which history 
affords no parallel. The reforms effected 
during the short period of five years have been 
so numerous, so far-reaching, and so beneficial 
that Travancore can legitimately hope that in 
the course of the ‘ spacious ’ life which lies 
before him, His Highness will, under the 
blessings of Providence, place Travancore in 
the most prominent place in the map of 
national progress. 

It is a unique distinction that the Ruler of 
an Indian State would be invested with the 
Insignia of the Eminent Order of G-.C.I.E. 
with the first quinquennium of his reign. It is 
also the pride of Travancore that so early• in 
22 
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his reign His Highness should have earned 
tributes from the great statesmen of the Empire, 
Sir Samuel Hoare, Lord Halifax, and Lord 
Willington, and he held in such respect by the 
Viceroys and Provincial Governors. It is all 
the more difficult for any ruler, young or old, 
to earn the loving regard of the leaders of 
Indian public opinion and the people of all the 
castes, creeds and communities from the 
Himalayas to Gape Comorin. His Highness’ 
visit to England and other countries of the 
West have raised Travancore in public 
estimation. The receptions recently accorded 
to him, and to Their Highnesses the Queen 
Mother and the Elaya Kaja, in Madras, 
Geylon, the Strait Settlements and Java 
served to show the range of his popularity. 

The advancement of material prosperity, in 
Travancore in recent years has been pheno¬ 
menal. There is no department into which 
the penetrating eye of His Highness the 
Maharaja does not reach. Agriculture and 
industry are being encouraged to-day to an 
extent which it has never reached before even 
in Travancore. Schemes are in progress for 
the providing of credit facilities, the extension 
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of University education on sound lines, the 
regulation of traffic, the encouragement of 
cottage industries, and the installation of 
electric power. Philanthropic institutions and 
•cultural facilities are being multiplied. The 
Sri Ghithira State Council and the Sri Mulam 
^Assembly, which were brought into existence 
by Royal Proclamation upon the advice of the 
; Present Dewan (then Legal and Constitutional 
■ ■ Adviser to His Highness the Maharaja) are 
; i functioning admirably well. 

1 * * * 

The contribution to spiritual regeneration 
has been quite as great, perhaps greater. The 
Temple Entry Proclamation has proved a 
great stimulus to faith. By issuing that 
historic Proclamation His Highness has 
dispersed the gloom which overspread the 
Hindu religion for so long a period. He has 
earned the gratitude on generations yet unborn. 
He has liberated the vast majority of Hindus 
from the thraldom which set up barriers to the 
consolation of religion for ages. 

To every human being his religion is sacred, 
but those who respect their own faith respect 
also the faith of others. It is this attitude of 
24 
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His Highness Sri Chithira Thirunal Maharaja, 
which- has enabled the adherents of various 
systems of religious belief to live in peace and 
conoord at last. The Dewan of Travancore, 
Sir C. P. Bamaswami Iyer, said, in reply to a 
public address, that the Temple Entry Pro¬ 
clamation would not only promote solidarity 
among the different castes and sections of 
Hindus but would also foster a feeling of 
brotherliness among the followers of Hinduism, 
Christianity and Islam. The example of 
Travancore is such as to make it clear to the 
world that under an enlightened sovereign, 
while deeply religious according to the stand¬ 
ards of his own faith, the votaries of other 
religions may also receive full justice, genuine 
sympathy and the most kindly treatment. 

This tradition of the Puling Family of 
Travancore is as sacred and as valuable as its 
long pedigree, its continuous reputation for 
good government, and its contribution to the 
science and culture of India. His Highness 
Sri Chithira Thirunal Maharaja is the em¬ 
bodiment of these glorious traditions. 
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OF 

TRAVANCORE 

Tbayanooee, with the ac ce ssion of His High¬ 
ness Sri Chithira Thirunal, has entered an 
era of prosperity unexampled in the annals of 
Travancore. 

This illnstrious ruler, Sri Padmanabha 
Dasa, Vanchi Pala Sir Bala Rama Varma 
Kulasekhara Kiritapati, Manney Sultan Maha¬ 
raja Ramaraja Bahadur, Shamsher Jang, 
Maharaja of Travancore, was born on the 
auspicious day of Star Ohithira on 22nd 
Thulam 1088 corresponding to 7th November 
1912. The Dipavali, the day of national 
illumination on which His Highness was bom 
was the divine symbol of the light that was to 
shed on Travancore through Sri Chithira 
Thirunal. 

His Highness’s natural dignity, beeming 
intelligence and the graceful and charming 
manners made him soon ‘a Prince in sooth 
whose every thought was princely.’ His 
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Highness’s education began under good aus¬ 
pices -with Mr. Eaman Nambesan and later 
Mr. D. W. Dodwell, I.C.S. In fact it 
was Muring Mr. Dodwell’s stewardship that 
His Highness’s literary and athletic talents 
were fully developed. Besides being a musi¬ 
cian and veenaist of no mean order, His 
Highness displays remarkable talents in Paint¬ 
ing, Photography, Film preparation, etc., arts 
seldom practised by his compeers elsewhere. 
His Highness is a reputed rider and has won 
prizes in races. 

Mr. Dutt, I.C.S., was appointed administra¬ 
tive Tutor prior to His Highness’s departure 
for Bangalore for administrative training in the 
Mysore State, after which the visit to Simla 
for an interview with His Excellency the 
Viceroy gave the finishing touch to His High¬ 
ness’s training outside the State. 

Consequently His Highness returned to the 
capital in August 1931 to take up the reins of 
administration after a three-month’s acquaint¬ 
ance with the affairs of the State. 

His Highness ascended the G-adi on 6th 
November 1931 from which date onwards the 
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country has rapid and wonderful progress in' 
all directions. 

His Highness soon after the investiture 
went to Europe in the company of His dear 
mother whose great talents and devotion 
to the cause of India’s culture have elicited 
the warm admiration of the Statesmen and 
thinkers of the Empire. This extensive travel 
has among other things made Travancore 
well known in the capitals of Europe and 
enabled His Highness the Maharaja to come 
into personal contact with some of the world’s 
leading men and to gain a first-hand knowl¬ 
edge of some of the latest developments in 
Education, Industries, etc. 

Thus we have in our Sovereign, a munificen t 
Patron in whom the distilled quintessence of 
oriental and occidental cultures finds best 
manifestation and a far-sighted Statesman 
who, by his reforms, has infused prosperity to 
Plis subjects. 


( Statesman .) 





TRAVANCORE, A CRITICAL SURVEY 
AND AN INTROSPECTION INTO 
HER FUTURE 

BY 

Mb. J. E. A. Pereira, 

Assembly Member, representing Commerce arid Industry, 
Director of the Travamore Credit Bank, Member of the 
Economic Development Board, and Member, 
Travancore University Senate, 

Travancore has many unique features. It is 
the aim of this article to point out the various 
unique features and their Potentialities. To 
begin with, Travancore is very different from 
the contiguous British Districts of Madura, 
Ramnad and Tinnevelly. Nature'"'seems to 
have bestowed her gifts lavishly and seems 
to have designed the Western Ghats to 
isolate Travancore from the jealous eyes of her 
adjacent neighbours. Nature again has been 
kind in making the Arabian Sea and the 
Indian Ocean wash a long strip of her Coast. 
In Travancore, all varieties of climates are 
found varying from the cool and bracing 
climate of the High Range to the dry 
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climate, free from humidity, as that of Nager- 
coil. This wide range of climes enables the 
growth and production of variegated wood, and 
timber not excluding rare medicinal herbs and 
the production of salt. The forest revenue 
has yielded 12.8 lakhs in 1112 and thus 
it forms a fruitful commercial asset. Tho 
rainfall varies from 40 inches in Nagercoil to 
201 inches in Neriamangalam per annum. 
Her mountain ranges, her lakes, her rivers and 
the backwater communication, all go to con¬ 
tribute to a scenic beauty of unparalleled kind 
and Travanoore possesses a national Game- 
park, which has the distinct advantage of 
enabling one to see wild animals in their 
natural surroundings by boating in the Periyar 
Lake. 

It will thus be seen that geographically, 
Travanoore stands unrivalled among the other 
Indian States with her long stretch of mari¬ 
time coast and all the other above-described 
features. 

As regards culture is concerned, her past 
history is one of the richest, as evidenced by 
the rich heritage that are found in her old 
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01 as and Manuscripts; as well as by the archi¬ 
tectural achievements in Padmanabhapuram 
and other historical places. The artistic bend 
of mind of the Travancoream is easily dis¬ 
cernible in the paintings and in the production 
of fancy ivory articles. Her past folk-lore and 
the music and drama can compare notes with 
any others very favourably indeed. The most 
pleasing feature being the Eoyalties of the old, 
have contributed in no mean measure in the 
field of Music and Drama. The musical com¬ 
positions of Swathi Thirunal of revered 
memory are well known and Travancore 
produced the famous Painter Bavi Yarma, 
whose renown is known throughout the whole 
world. 

The Government have not been negligent 
but have taken the proper steps to perpetuate 
Travancore’s past cultural and aesthetic his¬ 
tory by the establishment of the Archaeologi¬ 
cal Department and by the institution of 
Chitralayam, the treasure-house of painting 
and the Government deserve to be compli¬ 
mented in doing this. 

The unique features have not yet exhausted. 
Although unlike Mysore, Gold is not found 
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nor Coal in Travancore, yet her Mineral 
'Wealth is one of the richest. Travancore is 
well known for her Mineral sands of Ilmenite, 
Mona,into, Zircon, Garnet, Sillimanite and 
I intile. Mica and Plumbago are also found, 
recently a rich grade of Mica has been traced 
and is being further explored by the Govern¬ 
ment. The mineral wealth of Travancore is 
one of high commercial value and her long 
stretch of maritime coast is an invaluable 
asset for the proper exploitation of the mineral 
resources. The sea not only facilitates the 
export of the mineral resources but in itself 
provides a source of revenue from the income 
from Customs and other Port revenues. 

The sea also provides another source of 
revenue from the Fisheries. More attention 
can be paid with profit by the further proper 
exploitation of the Fisheries as will be ex¬ 
plained later down. 

Thus Travancore in possessing maritime 
coast has triple benefit therefrom. First it 
facilitates its export trade, second, as a direct 
oonsocjuenco, is a source of additional revenue 
by way of Customs and Port revenues and 
lastly the revenue from the Fisheries. 
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■ A recent addition to the industrial wealth of 
the country is the finding of Kaolin or China 
Clay and Government have not been slow in 
recognising and appreciating the immense 
pontential wealth in this and have taken the 
proper step in establishing the gigantic Kaolin 
Ceramic Factory at Kundara. The progress of 
this Institution deserves to be watched with 
great interest. 

The establishment of Sri Chithira Mills at 
Alwaye, and the Bubber Factory are further 
milestones in the industrial progress of the 
country. 

The foresight of the Government, in feeling 
the need for cheap power and establishing the 
Hydro-electric Scheme at Pallivasal, is 
highly commendable. When cheap electrical 
energy is successfully introduced into the 
country from the Hydro-electric Scheme, it 
will prove an invaluable incentive and fillip 
to industry and trade. In addition, if the 
telephone communications between the im¬ 
portant centres of Travancore, as -well as 
between Travancore and British India are 
established, it cannot but promote trade and 
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industry. In fact, the telephone com¬ 
munications are overdue and it is a matter of 
relief that the Government has taken up this 
question very seriously and this work is being 
expedited. 

A review of the present state of Commerce 
and Industry, Agriculture, Education and the 
Economic state in general and Politics as 
well, all these factors which reflect the pros¬ 
perity of the State, has to be made to correctly 
appraise the potentialities of the future. 

Commerce and Industry :— The coir trade 
is a commerce peculiar to Travancore and it is 
carried on an extensive scale.,. Its prosperity 
seems to be jeopardized a bit owing to a 
serious form of unhealthy competition and in 
order to stem the threatened set-back to this 
trade, timely action on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment in removing unhealthy competition from 
the unorganised petty traders, as well as by the 
appointment of a demi-government organisa¬ 
tion under Co-operative Department for the 
proper collecting of raw materials is essential. 
When remedial measures on lines similar to 
above in consultation with the Committee of 
experienced tradesmen in the line are adopted, 
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this national industry of Travancore could be 
established on a firm basis and will go to add to 
the prosperity of the country. 

Oocoantjt is the staple trade of Travancore 
and unfortunately evil days has befallen this 
trade. The prices are at the lowest ebb. 
Urgent remedial measures are called for in 
this trade. G-overnment should lose no time 
in going to the help of this trade to find out 
remedial measures. Since cocoanut are held 
in small holdings by the population eft masse 
nothing should b.e done to deprive the villagers 
of their small holdings; what is required to 
foster these small holdings by the villagers is 
a demi-government organisation on co-opera¬ 
tive basis for the proper grading and this 
organisation should be a feeder to a commer¬ 
cial cocoanut marketing-Board, whose aim 
will be to find out ways and means of selling 
the cocoanut at best possible price, This 
Board should also have research as its addi¬ 
tional object and the [Research Department 
should explore all means that are necessary to 
improve the cocoanut plants, to protect it from 
diseases and such other ameliorative measures. 
When this is done the quality of the cocoanut 
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is bound to improve and this will facilitate 
marketing, as well as fetch better prices. It 
will thus be seen that the villagers and small¬ 
holding owners will get the benefit of getting 
the best possible price from the feeding demi- 
official collecting organisation and the bigger 
traders will get the full benefit from the 
marketing-Board. 

Rubber and Tea which could be ranked 
as second staple trades of Travancore and out 
of these two, Tea is in a good way off and 
nothing to complain about and as regards 
Rubber, this trade is slowly emerging from an 
unprecedented world-wide severe drought and 
it is to be hoped that it will keep its onward 
trend. There is di, complaint that the quota 
allotted to Travancore is insufficient and the 
Government might espouse this cause with 
profit. 

The Rubber Factory at Trivandrum of 
which much was expected seems to have met 
with a temporary set-back. It is to be hoped 
that this set-back is but a possing phase and 
soon it will be revived into full-blooded 
activity. 
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Of the industries, the Cashew-nuts and 
Mineral sands, which are peculiar to Travan- 
core, are thriving well but the labour condition 
in Cashew-nut Factories leaves much room 
for improvement and it is high time Govern¬ 
ment pays its attention to this. Since all the 
potentialities of Mineral wealth have not been 
fully explored, a Geological survey of Travan- 
core by an Expert in order to find out what 
further treasures are hidden in her rich fauna 
might be undertaken with great advantage. 

Similarly a plea may be made for the survey 
of the potential forest wealth. No doubt, 
decent revenue is obtained from the forest at 
present, but one need not remain content with 
same without exploring the fact whether 
Travancore is getting the maximum return 
from her forest wealth. Hence, the need for 
a survey. So also the case with the Fisheries. 
Survey by a Marine Expert to find out all the 
best that lie hidden in the bosom of the Sea 
and researches as to the ways and means of 
getting the best results out of the Fishery 
Department, such as fish oil and fish manure, 
which might prove of good commercial value. 
It is pleasing to note that the Government are 
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carrying on a certain amount of researches 
even at present but an experienced Expert will 
be able to put matters into ship-shape in much 
quicker time that all the ardent enthusiasm of 
inexperienced research workers. Therefore, 
the money spent on an Expert is well worth. 

The introduction of cheap power from 
Pallivasal Hydro-Electricity is very timely in 
order to give the necessary fillip to the begin¬ 
ning of expansion of industries that has been 
witnessed in recent times, and the introduction 
of Trunk-telephones will be additional distinc¬ 
tive advantages. 

So also the initiation of the nationalisation 
of Transport is again timely and will go to 
foster the increasing commercial activities. 
This should be completed to cover the whole 
country and the canal and backwater trans¬ 
port on similar lines should be taken up forth¬ 
with. The extension of the canal connection 
from Trivandrum to Colachel might, not only 
relieve much of the congestion in the trunk- 
road but also will prove more economical 
for commercial transport. Since Parvathy- 
Puthenar canal was in existence between 
Trivandrum and Colachel previously, the 
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re-excavation of same will not involve a heavy 
outlay'. 

Side by side with the establishing of road 
and ‘canal transport, the improvements of the 
Ports, which are a source of fruitful revenue 
ought not to be overlooked but to be attended 
to, without further delay. In this connection, 
a Pier for Quilon is an urgent necessity, in 
view of the fact that the multiplicity of com¬ 
mercial Factories are round-about Quilon 
including the Kaolin Ceramic Factory at 
Kundara, which is only 8 miles from Quilon. 

Over and above this transport by road and 
canal, it would be worthwhile to study the 
question whether Railway connections between 
Quilon and Ernakulam and between Nagercoil 
and Tinnevelly will not bring about better 
contact between Travancore and her neigh¬ 
bours. 

Agriculture: — Travancore is essentially 
an agricultural country and agriculture is in a 
very sad plight at present. The yield from 
agriculture is next to nil in many parts and 
absolutely nil in some parts, especially in 
Nanjinad, where many lands remain fallow. 
The Government have not been oblivious to 
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this situation and have more than once given 
part remissions in land-taxes in recent times. 
Even it elicited the personal sympathy of His 
Gracious Highness the Maharaja and His 
Highness paid personal visits to the afflicted 
parts to get first-hand information. This 
event also demonstrates that the welfare of 
His subjects is the incessant pre-occupation 
of His Highness. It is alleged that even 
these remissions are not adequate. It is 
evident that agriculture has sunk so low as to 
become beyond being resuscitated . Therefore, 
it is a duty of the Government to do away 
with the land-tax as well as give a re-orienta¬ 
tion to the agriculturists by having experi¬ 
mental plantations of better revenue-yielding 
products such as Soya-beans, Sugar-cane, 
Ground-nuts, Tobacco, etc. 

Although the Government established the 
Conciliation Board as a piece of relief measure 
for liquidating rural indebtedness when the 
Government saw that it was not yielding the 
result that was expected of it, the Government 
have come to the very wise decision of scrap¬ 
ing out this institution and have taken the 
very proper course of establishing a Committee 
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with the judicious mixture of the personnel of 
the Committee part by nomination and part 
by election through the legislature with a 
view to ascertain whether the introduction of 
the element of compulsion in the liquidating 
of rural indebtedness is necessary or not and, 
if necessary, to what extent. The Government 
deserves the highest praise for this decision 
and this move in the very proper direction 
ought to be hailed with joy by every one 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
country. A second piece of relief measure by 
the Government after establishing Conciliation 
Boards is the founding of the Credit Bank. 
This is an institution which, if properly 
worked, will be of invaluable help in relieving 
rural indebtedness. At present this institution 
is too top-heavy and what is worse, it is very 
lethargic and as such, Government should pay 
immediate attention and see this valuable 
institution functions properly. 

The newly appointed Committee may be 
expected to carry out its work thoroughly and 
suggest various remedial measures for rural 
indebtedness and it would not be wrong to 
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presume that the Travancore Credit Bank may 
prove very ancillary. 

It is possible to do away with the Land-tax 
in view of the ever-growing revenues from the 
Industries and more especially revenue from 
the Port of Cochin. Whatever may be said 
that the commitment of Travancore in the 
tri-partite arrangement of Cochin Port was by 
far sweeping but it is not without its silver 
lining, in view of the increasing returns, 
especially from tax on Petrol as a result of 
separation of Burma. 

Economic State op the Masses :— Con¬ 
sidering the fact that agriculturists are 
famishing, it must follow that the economic 
state of the masses must be very far from 
satisfactory. In order to find out the exact 
position a compilation of the living index will 
prove very helpful and ought to be under¬ 
taken at the earliest. If the rehabilitation of 
agriculturists is successfully brought about as 
contemplated above, it will result in the 
betterment of the lot of the masses. 

Education :—■ In Travancore, it is literally 
true to say that the Schoolmaster is abroad. 
The State spends over 20% of her revenue 
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annually and in point of literacy, the position 
of Travancore is unique. The literacy of 
males as per 1931 Census is 40.8% and for 
females 16.8% as against the general average 
for both males and females of 16% in British 
India. It is noteworthy that the literacy for 
females in Travancore is higher than the 
general average in British India. Travancore 
has had the unique privilege of producing the 
first woman legislator to hold a portfolio in 
the treasury block. The female literacy in 
Travancore is only second to that of Cochin 
in the whole India. The forthcoming Census 
of 1941 is to be hoped will be an improvement 
on this. It is but proper and meet that such 
an enlightened country as Travancore should 
give the lead in the re-orientation in the aim 
of education and the Travancore University, 
with its technical bias is to be welcomed and 
it is no doubt a gigantic undertaking and its 
course of progress will be watched with much 
interest from every corner of India. Objection 
is taken in some quarters for the utilitarian 
aim of the University but what is lost sight of 
is the fact that the aim of the Travancore 
University is not merely utilitarian but the 
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cultural aspect is not ignored and as such, it 
is a happy combination of ideals both cultural 
and practical that are suited to the needs and 
requirements of the country and becomes' the 
enlightened state of people to undertake this. 
No doubt heavy outlay of finance is required 
and it is to be hoped that Travancore will be 
able to sustain it. It is only a practical genius 
of the type of Sachivothama Sir C. P. Rama- 
swamy Iyer would visualise and undertake 
such gigantic scheme. When the present 
Dewan, as the Member of the Madras Govern¬ 
ment, envisaged the gigantic schemes of 
Pykara and Mettur, sceptic critics foretold the 
failure of the schemes and it is to he hoped 
that the scepticism entertained of the Travan¬ 
core University will similarly falsify. 

Politics :—This year is the Golden Jubilee 
of the establishment of the Legislature in 
Travancore and this had been symbolised by 
! the construction of a massive and beautiful 
building as the Chamber for the Legislative 
", Council. The franchise in Travancore is one 
\of the widest, there being no disqualification 
for women. All who pay any land-tax are 
eligible for franchise. Similarly all graduates. 
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This is the happy state of matters when, in 
Mysore, supposed to he one of the enlightened 
and model States, discussions are going on as 
to the establishment of franchise on the basis 
of payment of tax of Es. 10/. Under these 
prevailing conditions, subversive activities 
clamouring for the reforms are not only 
meaningless but also positively mischievous 
but fortunately for Travancore, the subversive 
activities have met with a natural death as 
was expected. 

The need for reform is there, in as much 
Travancore cannot escape nor screen herself 
from the rising tide of nationalism, sweeping 
in all parts of the world and more especially 
in British India and especially at the time 
when Federation is about to be established. 
In keeping with their enlightenment, it 
behoves Travancore to keep herself abreast 
of the spirit of the time. 

It is alleged that in entering the Federation, 
the Indian States will completely lose their 
identity in being merged with Federal India. 
This is a narrow vision. It has to be admitted 
that there has to be some sacrifice of the 
individuality of the State. Some kind of 
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sacrifice is the price that nature exacts in- 
return for greater benefits. In the .grand 
synthesis of life, sacrifice is the essential key¬ 
note but always with resultant greater benefit. 
The individual must make some sacrifice for 
the cause of the joint-family and the joint- 
family has to make similar sacrifice for the 
cause of the community and each community, 
in turn, has to make some sacrifice for the 
sake of other communities and all the com¬ 
ponent communities of a town ought to make 
some sacrifice or other, for the corporate life 
of the town. 

Similarly in entering Federation, Indian 
States have to make some sacrifice of their 
individuality for the sake of a greater and 
United India. The Sovereign rights of the 
individual rulers need not be encroached upon 
in the least. What will be the resultant 
benefit ? The component parts of a greater 
and United India can see with one eye in the 
fostering of trade and commerce. Once the 
economic fabric is strengthened in a United 
India, India will attain her rightful place in 
the International polity. The word of United 
India will command unstinted respect and any 
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country or dominion will think twice before 
launching any discriminatory legislation 
against Indians. In entering Federation, 
Industry can be made to organise better, not 
by individual States giving up control of their 
respective special featured industries but by a 
proper understanding and collaboration bet¬ 
ween various federating units through the 
medium of a direct contact. When the Indian 
Insurance, Indian Shipping and Indian Bank¬ 
ing and Industries in all parts of the United 
India are better organised and made to thrive 
better as a result of better understanding in the 
federating units, Puma Swaraj will automati¬ 
cally follow. This is a decidedly better way to 
achieve than all the ephemeral platform tail- 
talks about Swaraj. Considering this aspect, 
the union of Indian India and British India 
through, the link of Federation is to be 
avowedly desired for. 

When the vision of the Federation is so 
imminent, it will be good preparation to get 
our own house better embellished by further 
measure of reforms that will be in keeping 
with the grand framework of Federation. 
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All institutions of the Western civilization, 
need not be taken for granted, as possessing 
Hall-mark. We have a rich heritage of 
cultural past; and one or two examples of 
various features in which our institutions will 
compare favourably with that of Western 
civilization. In our culture, we are train¬ 
ed from childhood to address our elder 
brothers and elder sisters with suitable 
veneration-bearing appellations which is 
totally absent in Western culture. The re¬ 
lationship between Guru and Disciple is one 
of admixture of veneration with affection and 
the Western culture is absolute level-fellow¬ 
ship. The position assigned to women in our 
culture, as the helpmate to man and the 
veneration to the mother to look np for 
guidance and the authority of the mother 
which reigns supreme in our culture, all these 
are more in keeping with the nature-ordained 
difference between the two sexes than the 
theory of equality of sex that is obtaining in 
Western civilization. Considering all these, 
wholesale importation of Western institutions, 
it will be admitted, will not be of unmixed ad¬ 
vantage. Similarly the democratic institutions 
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of the West in its undiluted form, will not 
smoothly fit in the structure of our social 
fabric. 

Even in the West, opinion is slowly crystal¬ 
lising against undiluted democracy. For one 
thing it has become clear recently that demo¬ 
cracy has been found wanting to cope with 
situations of imminent danger suitably but at 
the same time the world has not yet found a 
better substitute than democracy for State¬ 
craft. On the other hand whatever may be 
said of the narrow restriction of the absolut¬ 
ism of personal rule, it has to be conceded 
that real benevolent autocracy can do untold 
good. Hitherto, Travancore has had the 
unique fortune to be governed on very proper 
lines by the benign personal rule of our past 
sovereigns. What the political agitator loses 
sight of, is the fact that in all States the Ruler 
and the ruled are of one blood as distinct from 
the alien Rulers in British India. In the past, 
the rule has been benign is evidenced by the 
series of reformative measures ushered in 
Voluntarily from time to time by the various 
sovereigns themselves in the past, beginning 
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with the establishment of advisory legislative 
bodies as early as half-a-century ago and the 
powers of the local legislature has been 
augmented in great measure. At present, it 
is a bicameral system. Both the houses of 
legislature have the right to initiate and pass 
legislation, to discuss annual budgets and to 
ask questions and move resolutions on matters 
of general public interest. All legislative 
measures generally require the assent of both 
the Chambers before they can be passed into 
law. The matters that are kept out of the 
purview of the present legislature are limited 
to the measures affecting the ruling family and 
the relations with the paramount power as well 
as the Euler’s prerogative to legislate in¬ 
dependently of the legislature and the emer¬ 
gency powers vested in the Dewan are there. 
This being so, it will not be beyend the 
intellectual acumen of local legal talents to 
devise measure of reforms, absorbing greater 
proportion of democratic principles and at the 
same-time not obliterating the personal prerog¬ 
atives of an independent Sovereign. It will 
thus be seen that what is advocated in this 
article is in essence more in the nature of an 
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embellishment that will better fife in the frame¬ 
work of Federation. 

Boyalties :— The abuse of greatness is 
when-it disjoints remorse from power. The 
refreshing simplicity of our Jioyal House has 
evoked best testimonial including that of the 
most saintliest person in all India, Mahatma 
Gandhi. With the noble principle which is 
their maxim that “ Charity is our household 
divinity ” the Buling Sovereigns of Travancore 
have had the welfare of their subjects foremost 
in their hearts. It is only after the investi¬ 
ture of ruling powers to His Boyal Highness 
Sri Ohithira Thirunal, all the developments 
enumerated above had taken place. East is 
no more the unchanging East of Yore. The 
inventions of mankind which have annihilated 
time and space have penetrated into the 
hitherto* slow-moving Travancore with the 
result, all the above-mentioned developments 
have crowded into the ‘brief period after the- 
investiture of His Boyal Highness. Therefore, 
this era of increased prosperity has been right¬ 
fully called Sri Chithrabdam and with the 
beginning of “ Sri Chithrabdam,” Travancore 
can verily be said to be reborn. 
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Of all the beliefs religions belief die, hardest 
and yet with all, it was given to the’ young 
Maharaja bom and bred in purple to realise the 
puranic tyranny and ungodly act of denying 
God himself to a«section of humanity, whose 
only fault is an accident of birth in particular 
community and give the much necessary relief 
by throwing open the doors of the temple to 
all sections of humanity irrespective of caste, 
a step in which His Highness simultaneously 
broke through the trammels of priest-ridden 
beliefs and at the same time restoring natural 
equity tQ all His subjects. 

Wealth is the greatest destructor of charac¬ 
ter and more so in Kaliyuga, in which 
according to sages, all evil propinquities 
would be rampant. If this be so, the. 
character of our Gracious Highness* who is 
literally translating his actions in conformity 
with “ Charity our household divinity,” can 
well be compared to a candle-light in surround¬ 
ing darkness. 

All honour and glory to His Gracious High¬ 
ness for this one act of deliverance of the 
down-trodden by opening the temple to all 
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humanity without caste distinction, His High¬ 
ness will ever be remembered in grateful 
veneration by the generations throughout 
histofy. ' 

His Eoyal Highness assumed control after 
being best equipped for his onerous responsibi¬ 
lities by the sedulous care bestowed upon by a 
loving mother. Therefore, to Her Eoyal 
Highness rightfully belongs much* of the 
honour of achievements of His Highness. 

To omit to make any reference to the wise 
counsel of Sachivothama Sir C. P. Eama- 
swami Iyer will be ignoring facts. It is only 
to such a versatile genius as the present 
Dewan, .it can be given to translate with action 
smoothly the Temple Entry, breaking through 
age-ion^ traditions, as well as to crowd such a 
brief period of history with such wonderful 
achievement as has been explained above. 

A Peep into the Future :— What does 
the future hold forth ? It is a vista of golden 
opportunities to make the country progress in 
all directions. With the ending of subversive 
activities and with restoration of peaceful 
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atmosphere, what is now required is to pool all 
energies in exploring the latent potentialities 
in all the wealth-producing resources of the 
State by means of. expert surveys and by 
devising ways and means to get the maximum 
results of each particular wealth-producing 
resource. Therefore, the various surveys 
must be taken one after the other, viz., Geolo¬ 
gical Survey, Industrial Survey, a survey of 
the Forest, and a survey of Marine wealth. 
All these surveys must give the place of 
precedence to the rehabilitation of agricul¬ 
turists and that of cocoanut, which are the 
immediate crying needs and if these are left 
unattended to, it will be famishing a part of 
the body-politic which is sure to bring ugly 
reactions. As has been explained above, if 
the Travancore Credit Bank is made to func¬ 
tion properly, this economic malady* can be 
remedied without doubt and a re-orientation 
for the agriculturists in diverting them to more 
profitable crops such as Sugar-cane, Soya¬ 
beans, etc., will complete the success. 

It may be queried whether our finances 
would permit launching out various surveys as 
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indicated above, especially at a time Travan- 
core already stands committed to such costly 
schemes as “ Travancore University” and 
“Pallivasal Hydro-Electric Scheme.” As far 
as the latter is concerned, it is hoped to be in 
full functioning order very shortly and there¬ 
fore, it will be beginning to yield revenue. ■ In 
addition, symptoms are not wanting that our 
revenue is expanding as supported by the fact 
of the increment in the incidence of taxation 
during 1110 to 1112. 

Taxes on Income was 5.22 lakhs in 1110 
and 6.23 lakhs in 1112 .—Customs 39.26 lakhs 
in 1110 and 51.53 lakhs in 1112. 

Over and above these, there is an increment 
of 20 lakhs from Cochin Harbour in 1113. 
All these point out that it will not be undue 
optimism to expect our revenue to increase 
gradually; more so, if the minting of our own 
coins are launched out as is contemplated by 
Sir C P. Hamaswamy Iyer. Travancore to 
have her coinage will mean not only additional 
revenue but at the same time, it will enhance 
her status. 

Side by side with these, the proper husband¬ 
ing of the present revenue in eschewing out 
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items which can be made to wait safely, 
especially in the expenditure of public works 
department can be done. With the economics 
thus saved and with unmistakable symptoms 
of expansion of revenue, an optimistic policy 
will not be unjustifiable. Further, booked 
assets of Travancore State are good and the 
financial condition solvent as evidenced by 
the fact that the Imperial Government of 
India have set their seal of approval on 
Travancore Gilt-edged Securities. This happy 
state of finance oan enable Travancore to 
launch out all nation-building activities. If 
on the other hand, a laissez-faire policy is to 
be pursued, it is possible that a time might 
dawn to regret over lost opportunities. At a 
time when- every other State is straining every 
nerve towards progress and betterment, 
Travancore too must act likewise, especially 
with her expandable resources. Therefore an 
optimistic policy supported by favourable in¬ 
dications might be profitably adopted. 

When proper utilisation of the various 
wealth-giving resources are made to yield the 
maximum, as foreseen in the above pages, 
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Travancore on whom nature has lavished her 
gifts in 8xtense will attain her full bloom of 
her maidenhood in her rebirth and will he the 
cyno'sure of all India. 
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; TEMPLE ENTRY IN TRAVANCORE 

' A VICTORY IN PEACE 

BY 

Mr. K. P. Sreedhar 

“I verily believe that when all else is 
forgotten this act of the Maharaja — the 
Proclamation — will be remembered by future 
generations with gratitude.' 1 ’— Gandhiji. 

The unexpected has happened, the impos¬ 
sible has come to pass. His Highness the 
Maharaja’s Temple Entry Proclamation has 
resounded and is resounding still, not only 
throughout this vast sub-continent of Hindus¬ 
tan, but across the wide waters in far-off 
England and also in the new world. And 
wherever the news has fled, it has evoked 
unqualified admiration and gratitude towards 
the Maharaja who has annihilated thS worst 
vestige of a bygone age with one stroke of 
his pen. 

Overdue as the reform has been, unquestion¬ 
able as its justice is, yet why, is it that even 
men like Sjt. Rajagopalachari could not but 
confess to a ‘ sense of the miracle’, that has 
taken place ? The answer is not far to seek. 
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Kerala had for long been an impregnable 
citadel of conservatism and orthodoxy and its 
dislike of any novel evolutions, not to speak of 
revolution, had become proverbial. Nowhere 
in the whole Hindu world had the caste 
system been more rigidly or more meticulously 
observed than in Kerala, where in the words 
of Mr. T. B. Yenkitarama Sastri “even the 
Christian Population retains this characteristic 
prejudice and scrubs and washes and cleans the 
contamination of the touch of the depressed 
classes as meticulously as any Brahmin in any 
part of South India.” Such being the circum¬ 
stances, no wonder that the Travancore Maha¬ 
raja’s epoch-making proclamation throwing 
open all Government-controlled temples in the 
State to all members of the Hindu faith 
irrespective of birth, caste or community, 
should ‘have come as a bolt from the blue and 
taken by surprise even those to whom it was 
most welcome. 

Paradoxical as it may seem, a closer study 
of the situation however reveals nothing 
surprising, nothing strange. His Highness’s 
Temple Entry Proclamation affirming as it 
does the equality of man and man is therefore 
59 



TRAVANCORE RE-BORN 


only of a peace with its nature. And yet the 
Maharaja’s reformatory Zeal is not to be 
supposed as emanating from heterodoxy or 
radicalism. On the other hand, it is the 
product of a rich and liberal education for 
which his Great Mother Her Highness the 
Maharani Sethu Parvathi Bai is responsible in 
no small measure. The potentiality for good 
that resides in a sovereign, so happily tutored 
and inspired, it is not possible to overestimate. 

The temple entry proclamation which takes 
rank with the abolition of slavery in the West, 
will go down for all time in the history of 
Hinduism in letters of gold is an event of the 
very first importance and with profound and 
far-reaching consequences. Hinduism since its 
inception had gone through a series of most 
momentous crises, but never had it been threat¬ 
ened with a situation more dismal o r r form¬ 
idable as the one in recent years. And I may 
add, never has Hinduism displayed in the 
past its wonderful vitality more gloriously 
than at the present 'time. His Highness the 
Maharaja’s Proclamation was nothing short of 
a victory in peace. It has disintegrated for 
ever all the force and flummery of current 
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passions and pretensions. It has knocked the 
bottom out of all exodus movements, which 
by now has vanished in thin air. It is also at 
the same time the response and vindication of 
Hinduism to its hostile critics. Hinduism at 
long last been able to find itself and its saviour 
in Travancore. 

It is only natural, however, that Travancore 
should have given the lead to the rest of India 
in this matter. For, is not Travancore one of 
the most .enlightened, if not the most enlight¬ 
ened State in India ? Is not her people the 
most educated, her civilisation the most 
advanced, and her traditions the most historic ? 
There is a school for every two squire miles in 
the State and not less than 13 per cent of the 
population are attending those Schools. Women 
en]oy a status in Travanoore equal to that of 
men in* all spheres of life, social, political, 
and educational. The condition of Harijans 
in Travancore has always been far better 
than that of their brethren elsewhere in India 
and the fact has been testified to by leaders 
who have visited the State. Small wonder 
therefore that Travancore has outstripped all 
other States and provinces in India in the 
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matter of allowing the so-called Avarnas mtd 
temples. Surely, the temple entry proclamation 
is bound to have its benevolent repercussion 
all over India, for as Sjt. Rajagopalaehari 
observed, “ It is impossible that when Sri 
Padmanabha of Trivandrum has been made 
accessible to Harijans, Gods of Benares and 
other places could remain closed to them any 
longer.” 

It is needless to recount the details of the 
greatness of His Highness the Maharaja’s 
proclamation which were set forth in every 
newspaper, but let us try to sum up their con¬ 
centrated significance. They all seek to depict 
the making and spirit and aspirations of a 
young Sovereign who has dedicated his life to 
the good of his people, nay, humanity in 
general. Living in a world amidst the thunder 
of guns, amidst all the shapes of death-and 
bloodshed and pain that could neither daunt 
nor abate human endeavour or endurance, the 
young Sovereign must surely and often have 
pondered, like Asoka the Great, over the dire 
woes of man, both seen and unseen. He can¬ 
not tolerate the existence of remediable evils 
in life and does all in his- power to remedy 
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theriti. No one feels the force of words, “ If 
preventable why not prevented,” more keenly 
than the Maharaja. He is for ever directing 
his thoughts aiid his dynamic energy for trans¬ 
forming the State he rules from what it is to 
what ought to be. 

Now we must ask, what is the marking 
trait, the motto so to speak, of His Highness 
the Maharaja of Travancore. We can adapt 
the Latin poet 'Human I am and nothing 
human can be alien to me.’ 

And I do not hesitate to say, of no ruler has 
this been more vividly true. 

May His Highness be vouchsafed a long 
and prosperous reign and may his glory grow 
from more to more. 

# PROCLAMATION 

“Profoundly convinced of the truth and 
validity of our religion, believing that it 
is based on divine guidance and on all com¬ 
prehending toleration, knowing that in its 
practice it has, throughout centuries, adapted 
itself to the needs of the changing times, 
solicitous that none of our Hindu subjects 
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should, by reason of birth or caste or Com¬ 
munity, be denied the consolations and- solace 
of the Hindu faith, we have decided, and 
hereby declare, ordain and command, • that, 
subject to such rules and conditions as may 
be laid down and imposed by for preserving 
their proper atmosphere and maintaining their 
rituals and observances, there should hence¬ 
forth be no restriction placed on any Hindus 
by birth or religion on entering or worshipping 
at the temples controlled by us and our 
Government.” 
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TRAVANCORE MURAL PAINTINGS 


BY 

Mb. Tampy, K. P. Padmaxabhan, b.a. 

One of the distinctive features of the 
present era of enlightenment in Travancore is 
an effort on the part of those in authority to 
stimulate interest and activity in the Arts. 
With this lofty end in view two artistic 
institutions have recently been founded ; one, 
The Sri Ghitralayam ( Gallery of Asian Paint¬ 
ing) in the Public Gardens, Trivandrum; and 
the other, the Ranga Vila* Palace Museum and 
Gallery situated in the Fort. To these may 
be added the precious collection of Far Eastern 
Objects of Art in the annexe of the State 
Museum, the latter being itself a receptacle of 
the art-crafts of the State. Yerily has the 
establishment of these Temples of Art been 
hailed as a great act of spiritual statesman¬ 
ship on the part of those who have sponsored 
them. 

The Sri Ghitralayam , TrivandriJm, opened 
by His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore 
on the 25th September 1935, is a veritable 
Temple of Art which enables those who 
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worship at the altar of Truth and Beauty to 
become enlightened and liberated fro-m the 
grip of the inartistic elements in life. The 
Sri Chitralayam enables the public both to 
enjoy the beautiful and realise the essence of 
the soul. The ancient Egyptians hailed 
artists as “ SeeneJth,” “■ Revivifiers,” “ Resur- 
rectors.” This profound concept is exemplified 
on the walls of the Sri Chitralayam which 
exhorts humanity to cognise and respect the 
Beautiful. Plato said:— “ To regard the 
Beautiful means to improve.” 

The Padmambhapuram Palace and the 
Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple in Travan- 
core have become the favourite haunts of 
tourists who desire to examine the originals 
of the exquisite murals exhibited in the Sri 
Chitralayam , the State Art Gallery at Tri¬ 
vandrum. Those who visit these Citadels of 
Art are moved by the sheer beauty of the 
mural paintings which form the most preciouB 
artistic heritage of Travancore. These Cath¬ 
edrals of j$?t are the repositories of the finest 
art productions of the State. Now that these 
excellent frescoes have been copied by talent¬ 
ed artists and exhibited at the State Art 
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G-allery in the capital city, the appreciation of 
the mural art of Travancore is no longer the 
exclusive right of a select coterie of the 
intelligentia. The genius of the masters can 
be discerned in many a line and curve and in 
the wonderful delicacy of the well-toned 
colours. The Murals, distinguished by forms 
that are poems and colours that are melodies, 
are saturated with a holy and mysterious 
feeling and they impress upon the visitor that 
those master-minds who conceived these stu¬ 
pendous works of art and executed them with 
unerring precision could not be ordinary 
mortals; but were Titans of energy, and 
creative genius. 

The figures in the frescoes are done with 
great care and are of heroic proportions. 
Though they appear crowded they never 
encumbbr and each is in its place. The ex¬ 
pression in their faces is supreme and makes 
you feel that you are face to face with a 
sublime power. 

The lining of the masters of the ftravancore 
Murals bears comparison with the Masters of 
the Eenaissance of the Italian School of 
Tainting. The artists who produced these 
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miracles of art have discarded all superfluities’ 
of colour and shading'and by masterly strokes of 
marvellous flexibility have expressed in vivid 
colours what language itself can only imper¬ 
fectly express. If the men in the Travancore 
Frescoes are all heroic the maidens are all 
lovely. The fragile maidens in lovely postures 
irradiate charm and bespeak purity and moral 
exaltation. The most sweeping and eloquent 
gestures are made use of by the talented 
artists to express the physical and spiritual 
charms. These murals which depict in lively 
colours the full-volumed expression of the 
religious imagination and coloured ceremonial 
life of Hindu India date from the early 
fifteenth century to the eighteenth. The 
technique and finish of these frescoes are 
superb and they are eloquent with spiritual 
instruction. The personalities in thgse wall 
paintings of old throb with exalted life. The 
most wonderful state of efflorescence of 
Travancore art and culture is witnessed in 
these masterpieces of inspired art which 
impart to us the most vivid impressions of an 
ancient culture of the loftiest order. The 
murals display a vigorous style aiming at 
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'much more than the representation of the 
mere-externals. With arresting faithfulness 
and dominant realism which powerfully moves 
the * spectator, human emotions, grave and 
gay, have been exquisitely portrayed in these 
noble frescoes which are remarkable for their 
excellent grouping and cosmic symbolism. 
They exhibit a joyous and sumptuous exuber¬ 
ance of human fancy running riot. All that is 
noble in human faith and warm in human 
feeling has been recorded in these wall 
paintings where more is meant than that 
which meets the eye. They indicate the 
loftiest of creative strivings, the communion 
with the Infinite, and the entry into the realm 
of spiritual bliss. 

Both as the highest form of artistic con¬ 
ception and technique and as historical and 
ethnographical records the Travancore Murals 
are of great value. The great and distinctive 
art displayed in these paintings reveal a 
wonderful vitality and intensity of feeling, 
meditative oharm, divine majesty, decorative 
delicacy, unique verisimilitude, subtle oharm 
of oolour, fine texture and marvellous draughts¬ 
manship. They-indicate■■■'■a powerful lust of 
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life, a joyous vision, an inspiring youthfulness' 
and sublime beauty. For detailed finesse and 
rhythmic poise they are supreme. Some of 
the wall paintings recall to mind the vigorous 
and overcrowded canvases of the Venetian 
Masters of the Renaissance. These murals 
form a stupendous art gallery unique in the 
history of Indian Art produced by master- 
artists of vision and intuition who were in no 
way inferior to those who painted the splendid 
frescoes in the Ajanta and Bagh Oaves and 
the tombs of the ancient Kings of Egypt and 
the Italian Frescoes. 

All the Travancore Murals are essentially 
.Hindu in subject. Those who produced these 
superb wall pictures were unknown craftsmen 
who cared not for fame. They inherited the 
traditions of their art from generation to 
generation. Most of these frescoes are still 
wonderfully fresh. Some of them indicate a 
harmonious union of Hindu ideals with 
Buddhistic influence, both in demeanour and 
craft. The paintings are distinguished by 
boldness of outline and broad sweep of the 
brush. The wonderful spontaneous brush line, 
(a characteristic feature of early mediaeval 
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mural painting in Europe) of the Kerala 
Murals is indicative of artistic and aesthetic 
grace. 

Nataraja , (The Lord of the Dance), is the 
most striking of the famous Travancore Murals. 
This painting which belongs to the sixteenth 
century is the symbolical expression of con¬ 
tinuous motion. It is a masterpiece of Indian 
Art. The conception of Nataraja is one of 
the three supreme expressions in art that India 
has given to the world. Nataraja depicts 
Lord Siva, one among the Hindu Trinity, 
enjoying his divine dance. Nataraja is a 
favourite theme of South Indian Painting and 
Sculpture. This mural, a masterpiece among 
masterpieces, was executed by a Travancore 
artist in the early sixteenth century. The 
painting is circular in shape. It is a powerful 
and aweinspiring representation of th &Tandava 
Dance of Lord Siva who is the Lord of the 
Funeral Pyre, the Destroyer and Regenerator. 
The powerful symphony of rich and graceful 
movement of the Dancer produces a sublime 
effect upon the mind of the devotee and the|| 
spectator. The mural has been so cunningly 
executed that the eye fails to grasp at first 
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sight the marvels of exquisite workmanship." 
It intoxicates the senses of the spectator and 
plunges him into spiritual exaltation. Nataraja 
is the most important aspect of Siva and'is a 
remarkable painting. The distinguishing feature 
of this picture is that its complexity of detail 
does not belittle the importance of the main 
figure in the design. Dr. Anandakumaraswamy, 
the well-known art critic, regards this as the 
oldest specimen of Dravidian Painting. 

The mural Harihara which measures 4 x 
feet is a typical masterpiece of South Indian 
Art. The painting is symbolical of form and 
life and represents the Inner Unity of the two 
paramount and distinguishing features of the 
Hindu Supreme Being, of God Vishnu (Hari) 
and God Siva (Hara). Vishnu (Hari), the 
. Protector, is on the left. Siva (HafW), the 
Destroyer, is on the right. The picture, which 
at first sight appears to bo composed of a single 
figure, on close study reveals that it is made 
up of two figures. The painting represents 
pinner unity. Magnificent grasp of composition 
and living texture displayed in this Mural 
extort full-volumed appreciation. 
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The same concept of Inner Unity is ex¬ 
pressed in the mural depicting Siva and 
Parvati , in the single figure known as Ardha- 
narezswara (ardha means half, nari, Goddess, 
and Bswara God). The God Siva and 
Goddess Parvati are represented as one 
entity thereby symbolising the Inner Unity of 
the masculine and feminine aspects of life. 

“ A Party of Musicians ” shows some 
musicians around a triple brass lamp worship¬ 
ping the Deity, and invoking His blessings 
before beginning the performance. 

Siva and Parvati is one of the' finest 
frescoes. Siva the God and his spouse Parvati 
with some of their attendants are seen in this 
Mural which is remarkable for its nobility of 
expression and perfection of line. The paint¬ 
ing is supreme in its contemplative mysticism. 
It is at once spiritualised and spiritualising. 
The dynamism, draughtsmanship and honest 
craftsmanship of this Frescoe proclaim the 
glory of Mural Art in Travancore. 

The Frescoes happily indicate a harmonious * 
union of Hindu ideals with Buddhistic in¬ 
fluence, both in demeanour and craft. Their 
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craftsmanship is superb and elegant to perfec¬ 
tion. Their symbolic expression is supremely 
inspiring. There is a wealth of beauty and 
charm in them that makes us stand lost in 
admiration of a culture of the highest stand¬ 
ing. The master-artists who . created these 
miracles of art had an eye for feature and 
form and the technique to faithfully yet 
imaginatively represent it. The paintings 
display a vigorous style aiming at much more 
than the representation of the mere externals. 
All that is noble in human faith and warm in 
human feeling is recorded in these murals 
which are exquisite and full of rhythm. In 
these murals more is meant for the head and 
the heart. 

His Highness the Maharaja in his speech 
on the occasion of the opening of the Sri 
Chitralayam said:— “A word of tribute is 
due to those master-craftsmen of the past 
whose names are unknown, because in their 
profound love for their work they failed to 
sign their names even on a panel. They 
laboured patiently and devoutly in order to 
bequeath to posterity remarkable specimens of 
mural paintings which evoke our admiration 
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and -reverence.” The wealth of intrinsic 
values inherent in Kerala Art as revealed in 
the exquisite murals can never fail to satisfy 
the tastes of each successive age and to supply 
it with virile incentives.” 

The mural paintings of Bajarajesvtari, 
Manmatha (G-od of Love), God Sasiha on 
Horseback , Narada the Bish% God Subramonia 
and A Lady's Toilet , the originals of which 
are in the Sree Padmanabhaswami Temple, 
are some of the best in the collection of 
frescoes exhibited in the Sri Ghitralayam. 

These Murals are Earned wherever art is 
admired. Some of the figures of maidens 
resemble the Apsaras i the divine damsels. The 
frescoes have been executed in a fast vegetable 
colour the richness of which has not been 
dimmed by time. The essentials of exquisite 
feminine charm as indicated in the ancient 
books have been observed in the sprightly 
figures with brows like the crescent moon, 
bosoms full and swelling like the swan breast¬ 
ing the waters, slender waists, pointed fingers. 
To see these murals is to see poetry in motion 
and perceive a new world. : 
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BY 

P. G. Sahasranama Iybr, m.a., 

Principal, College of Arts, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Member ef the Travancore University Senate. 

The Ruling Family of Travancore have 
always been great patrons of Arts and Litera¬ 
ture and generous in the encouragement of the 
education of their subjects. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that the idea of having a separate 
University for Travancore was one of the 
cherished ideals of her Sovereigns. When the 
late Sri Mulam Thirunal Maharaja was ruling 
the country, two committees were appointed 
on two different occasions by the Government 
to investigate and report on the feasibility of a 
University for Travancore. The first com¬ 
mittee in 1919 came forward with a very 
ambitious and very expensive scheme. The 
second committee went to the other extreme 
and, in its report of 1924, adumbrated a 
scheme of a University for Travancore involv¬ 
ing less than a lakh of rupees in addition to 
the annual expenditure on Collegiate education. 
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TKd~ question of educational re-orientation 
engaged the serious attention of the Govern- 
ment only after the investiture with ruling 
powers of His Highness Maharaja Sri Chithira 
Thirunal in November 1931. With this happy 
and auspicious event began an epoch-making 
era of beneficent reforms for Travancore. One 
of the subjects to which His Gracious High¬ 
ness Sri Chithira Thirunal Maharaja devoted 
his attention was educational reconstruction. 
Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi, 
the gifted Queen Mother, deserves all credit 
and a whole country’s gratitude for instilling 
in His Highness the high and noble ideals of 
the importance of, and the need for, a re¬ 
hauling of the educational system of Travan¬ 
core. With the assumption of the high office 
of Dewan by Sachivothama Sir C. P. Rama- 
swamy Aiyar to whose initiative and drive no 
meed of praise will be too much, the idea of 
a University for Travancore took shape as a 
concrete reality. In May 1937 a Special 
University Officer was appointed who had the 
help and guidance of a University Advisory 
Committee including not only educational 
experts but also representatives of the Sri 
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Mulam Assembly and the Sri Chithira State 
Counoil. The draft of the Travaneore 
University Aot prepared by the Law Member 
to Government at the time on the basis o'f the 
proposals formulated by the Special University 
Officer was modified by Government in the 
light of the suggestions made by the Univer¬ 
sity Advisory Committee. The University of 
Travaneore was established by a Royal Pro¬ 
clamation of His Highness the Maharaja on 
the auspicious occasion of His Highness’s 
twenty-sixth Birthday on the 1st November 
1937. 

His Highness the Maharaja was graciously 
pleased to be the first Chancellor of the 
University and nominated Her Highness 
Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi, D.Litt., as the 
Pro-Chancellor of the University. His High¬ 
ness was also pleased to appoint SachiVothama 
Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar as the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University, in addition to 
his office as Dewan. Mr. C. V. Chandra- 
sekharan was appointed Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
of the University. 

The various University Bodies such as the 
Senate, the Syndicate, the Faculties and the 
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Boards of Studies were duly constituted. 
Most efficient work is now being done by these 
Bodies. The Faculties of the Travancore 
University have very important functions 
because in the new University there is no 
Academic Council. That His Highness Maha¬ 
raja Sri Chithira Thirunal takes a keen 
interest in the new University is clear from 
the G-racious Message which His Highness 
sent on the occasion of the First Meeting of the 
Senate of the Travancore University in April 
1939. His Highness has also assured the 
Vice-Chancellor that the University shall 
have ample resources in men and money. The 
University has thus started under the very 
best auspices. A number of Endowments have 
been spontaneously offered to the University, 
the amount of which comes to Four Lakhs of 
Rupees Even in the very first year of the 
University. 

The Travancore University is not a replica 
of the Madras University or of any of the : 
older Universities. The chief aims of the 
Travancore University are: 

1) to effect a reorganisation of the system 
of education in the State with a view 
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to the gradual development of technical" 
and technological education; 

2) to provide for the furtherance of 
original research in the various 
branches of Applied Science; 

3) to conserve and promote Kerala Art 
and Culture; and 

4) to consolidate the study of the Human¬ 
ities. 

There are at present six Faculties :— 

a) The Faculty of Arts, 

b) The Faculty of Science, 

c) The Faculty of Technology, 

d) The Faculty of Oriental Studies and 
Fine Arts, 

e) The Faculty of Law, and 

f) The Faculty of Education. 

The six G-overnment Colleges at Trivan¬ 
drum —■ the College of Arts, the College of 
Science, the Women’s College, the Training 
College, the Sanskrit College and the Law 
College — have been transferred to the control 
of the University. The four private Colleges 
of Nagercoil, Changanacherry, Kottayam and 
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Alwaye have been admitted to the privileges 
of the new University. All these Colleges 
were, until last year, affiliated to the Madras 
University. 

The Travancore University maintains also 
an Institute of Textile Technology and a 
Department of Marine. Biology and Fisheries. 
An Engineering College has been started from 
the current Academic year 1939-40, which 
prepares students for Degree courses, Diploma 
courses and Certificate courses, in Civil, 
Mechanical and Electrical Engineering. Sanc¬ 
tion has been accorded for the establishment 
of a Central Research Laboratory which 
begins to function from the 1st Chingam 1115. 
The Public Health Laboratory, the Research 
Laboratory for Agriculture and Fisheries, the 
Industrial Research Laboratory and the 
Water-Analysis section will form the nucleus 
of the Central Research Institute. 

The management and control of the Trivan¬ 
drum Public Library, the Trivandrum Ob¬ 
servatory and the School of Arts have also 
been transferred to the Travancore Univer¬ 
sity. 
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An Oriental Manuscripts Library has been 
organised under the Department of Oriental 
Studies, as also a Department of Publica¬ 
tions. 

The formation of a University Students’ 
Union and of a Department of Physical 
Education is already well under way. 

The Gfovernment now makes an annual 
block-grant of about nine lakhs of rupees to the 
University. Though thus financed by the 
Government, the University is really an auto¬ 
nomous body whose academic freedom the 
Government jealously guards. 

Prom what has been stated above, it will be 
clear that the Travancore University which 
has'started so well has a great future before it 
and that it is bound to be a model for the Uni¬ 
versities of India. All glory to His Gracious 
Highness Sri Ghithira Tkirunal Maharaja 
and to Her Highness Maharani Setu 
Parvati Bayi and all praise to the drive of 
Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar, 
for the inauguration of the new University ! 
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THE FOREST WEALTH OF 
TRAVANCORE AND GOVERNMENT’S 
NEW SCHEME TO UTILISE IT 

BY 

Dr. S. Kamesam, D.Sc., M.I.E., {India) 

Director qf Development, Member, Travancore University Senate 

Out of a total area, of about 7,200 sq. miles of 
the Travancore State, a third of the area is 
covered by forests. Only a fifth of this area 
has so far been exploited to a very small 
extent, and the rest remains as a virgin forest, 
unopened and unexploited. More than half the 
income of the State in the past has been from 
teak and rosewood, which have been called 
“royal” timbers, and, as such, they have been 
extracted mostly from private lands. There 
was not much forestry in this work. Strictly 
speaking, therefore, the actual netinoome from 
her forests has not been more than 2 to 3 lakhs 
of rupees annually. This fact has to be borne 
in mind in view of the considerable diminution 
in revenue from teak and rosewood in the next 
year or two. There is a danger of forest 
revenues collapsing suddenly to half their 
previous amount. This is not a speculative 
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statement, but a correot fact. The Govern¬ 
ment of Travaneore realised the serious situa¬ 
tion that was threatening the forest income of 
the State. Consistent with their recent ponoy" 
of the development of all natural resources, 
they were determined to take positive steps 
regarding the intensive, systematic and scien¬ 
tific exploitation of the forest resources of the 
State. They were not satisfied with the policy 
of drift followed by the Forest Department 
before. There was urgent and vital necessity 
for not only a reorientation of forest policy so 
that the forests of Travaneore could cater to 
the industrial needs of the State in future, but 
also make, as soon as possible, a systematic 
attempt for a planned utilisation of her re- 
* sources whioh have been lying for centuries 
dormant and unexploited in her forests. 

The main products of Travaneore forests 
are timber (of different species), bamboo, 
rattan and minor forest products such as 
fibres and flosses, gums and resins, tannin and 
other chemical or dye yielding barks, oil 
^bearing seeds, etc. 

It was wifrh the above purpose of not only 
preventing a collapse of forest revenue by 1941, 
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but to make the forest wealth of Travancore a 
real asset to the people by making its contri¬ 
bution for increasing the national income of 
Tbir State and in order to widen the amplitude 
of employment open to her people that the 
Development Department was inaugurated 
in February, 1938. 

The writer who was Timber Development 
Officer to the Government of India was invited 
to inaugurate the Development Department. 
He has been entrusted with the task of not 
only directing the forest utilisation policy of 
the State, but to give a new orientation to 
silvicultural policy in order to get afforestation 
and forest management into proper alignment 
with present lines and future trends of scien¬ 
tific and intensive forest utilisation. 

One of the first things to be done by the 
Development Department was to organise a 
research section. Research has been truly 
called the life-blood of industry. As there has 
been some misapprehension regarding the ^ 
amount of money that is being sprint or propos¬ 
ed to be spent on forest research, one may be 
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pardoned if the oft-repeated statement of the 
late Dr. A. Little, the pioneer of Chemical 
engineering in the U.S.A., that “ although the 
cost of research may be considerable the~^oST' 
of not doing research is very much more” 
is recalled. It is poor economy not to spend 
a few thousand rupees annually when the 
State has got such extensive and valuable 
forest resources. It is well to bear in mind 
in this connection that research results cannot 
be obtained to order or in a very short prede¬ 
termined time. Even after obtaining successful 
results in a laboratory, it is notorious that it is 
a long journey from a fact in a test-tube to a 
commercially successful result, or product in 
the hands of an industrialist. It is needless to 
say that, as practically nothing was done in 
the line of scientific forest utilisation before 
the Development Department was inaugurat¬ 
ed, it cannot promise'revolutionary discoveries 
in a year or two, because of the length and 
difficulties of the journey from the experi¬ 
mental laboratory to an established industry. 

. This need not discourage us. As long as our 
direction is sbt and as long as we are making 
an intensive effort based on up-to-date 
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scientific lines to make a planned utilisation 
of our forest resources, it is only a matter of 
time for success to be achieved. Even during 
"the short time that the Development Depart¬ 
ment has been in existence, it has been 
demonstrated that Travancore timbers can be 
utilised with success for the manufacture of 
sporting goods, like tennis and badminton 
rackets and for making superior pencils. It is 
true that the timbers in question are to be 
mechancially or chemically processed in order 
to make them suitable for the two purposes in 
question. At present, Sialkot is the only 
place in the whole continent of India where ■ 
tennis and badminton rackets are manufac¬ 
tured although such rackets are used through¬ 
out the country. Ere long, Trivandrum will 
be a second focus for the production of such 
goods. *For making pencils in this country, 
timber has been imported either from East 
Africa or from the TJ.S.A. A local timber, 
for which there is not much market, has been 
found to be as satisfactory as the imported 
American timber after being subjected to a 
certain ' preliminary inexpensive chemicafS 
treatment. It is hoped that thiB timber will 
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be used, on a large scale, in the near future for 
making superior pencils either in Travancore 
or in South India. In an advanced State like 
Travancore, as regards education, the question'*' 
of the supply of pencils to her school and 
college going population is important. 

Other wood-using industries, the success of 
which has been demonstrated on a very small 
scale, are in the line of making prefabricated 
flooring panels of different designs which 
command a ready market in Europe and 
America, wooden toys, fencing panels of 
different types and various novelty-artioles 
out of laminated timber. It is not for the 
department to engage itself in the commercial 
manufacture of such wood products. It is ' 
hoped that the public of Travancore will take 
interest not only in getting acquainted with 
the possibilities for the starting of such indus¬ 
tries, but in helping the Government to 
translate the demonstration results to appro¬ 
priate cottage industries. 

One of the moBt important lines of work on 
which the department has engaged itself, and 
/will increasingly engage itself in future, is in 
the line of engineering design and construction 
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of competitive structures using Ascu treated 
Travancore timbers in place of imported steel 
of cement and also in place of teak. 

During the year, it has been possible to 
complete a 100 ft. span bowstring bridge on the 
main highway system between Quilon and 
Alleppey at a locality which is notorious for 
the treacherous nature of the soil on which 
the bridge abutments have been put up. The 
bridge and the approaches have been com¬ 
pleted in a record time, besides saving a large 
sum of money. It may also be stated that for 
the span and for the intensity of loading for 
which the bridge has been designed, it is a 
unique structure not only for Travancore and 
for India, but for the whole world. The fact 
that only a thousand cubic feet of timber has 
been employed for a clear span of 100 ft. is a 
fact that will rouse interest in engineers in any 
country in the world. With a 5 ton concen¬ 
trated load at the centre of the bridge, a 
temporary deflection of only 1/9600 of the 
span has been noticed. That is excellent • 
performance for any bridge, especially for ^ 
timber bridge. . 
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In the line of foot-bridges, a new type of 
structure has been evolved using timber. This 
type is also claimed to he the least expensive 
known. For a clear span of 50 ft., including' 
for the flooring* only about 2 eft. per foot-run 
of timber has been employed. Several bridges 
of this type are being made for being installed 
at different points in the State as there is a 
very large demand for bridges in Travancore. 
A bridge which is a compromise between the 
heavy loading bridge, represented by the 100 ft. 
span bridge 1 referred to above, and the foot¬ 
bridge has also been evolved for carrying motor 
lorries and other vehicles which weigh up to 5 
tons. A bridge of this type is being put up at 
Samboorvadakara which is situated about 11 
miles from Shencottah. This is a typical 
instance as to how the insistence of the use of 
steel and concrete has kept the convenience 
of having a bridge away from people for several 
years. Employing the conventional steel or 
reinforced concrete construction, the estimate 
for the bridge was so high that the Government 
did not find it possible to accept it. The 
/^Development department is putting up the 
bridge for less than Rs. 5,000/- although it 
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will consist of 2 single spans each of 50 ft. 
and two approach spans each of 20 ft. 

Government have also passed orders re¬ 
garding not only the remaking of the super¬ 
structure of the Trivandrum pier, hut for 
strengthening the whole pier so that it can 
carry loads up' to 10 tons as against only 4 tons 
at present. It may be interesting for the 
readers to know that the lowest offer that was 
received by Government, employing practically 
all-steel construction, and for dealing with a 
maximum load of only 4 tons was Es, 2,70,000. 
According to the Development Department’s 
design using indigenous treated timber, the 
corresponding estimate was below Es. 60,000 
for a 4 ton loading. Out of this estimated 
amount, Government are expected to recover 
Es. 35*,000 as scrap value of the present steel 
superstructure and as royalty to the Eorest 
Department. 

Another example of timber engineering 
structure put up by the Development Depart¬ 
ment is a shed'with a clear sp^Si of 60 ft.; thshs, 
has been recently put up in Trivandrum. 
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Such a shed would be an ideal one for bus 
garages, factories, cinema halls, etc. While a 
steel roof truss of 50 ft. span would cost nearly 
Rs. 500, a roof truss that has been evolved and 
put for the shed costs less than Rs. 100 out of 
which practically a third of the amount returns 
to the Forest Department as royalty. In the 
construction of the shed, which has cost less 
than Rs. 3,000, the value of imported material 
is not more than about Rs. 200 (there being 
no outside labour at all) while in the conven¬ 
tional type of such sheds that have been put 
up before in the State more than 75% of the 
cost of the shed is on account of materials 
imported from outside or for labour employed 
outside Travancore. The significance of 
spending money inside the State on material 
and labour in the construction of structures on 
the public economy of the State is obvious. 
The department has been entrusted also with 
sheds of a total length of 375 ft. with a clear 
span of 40 ft. for the State Forces Department. 
Besides these structures, the department is 
now erecting a structure which can be called 
^ally unique, before January last year, there 
was no factory shed, or even an aeroplane 
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hanger in the whole of India, which had a 
clear span of more than 120 ft. The Develop¬ 
ment Department is putting up a shed with 
all-timber roof trusses with a clear span of 
130 ft., a span which is thrice the maximum 
span that has been used for timber trusses so 
far in India. Timber that is being used has 
been considered to be almost valueless before, 
so that although the Government have asked 
for a seigniorage of only an anna or two per 
eft., it is no exaggeration to say that Govern¬ 
ment have not earned even a hundred rupees 
in the history of the Travancore Forest 
Department. A price of Re. 1/10/- per eft. 
for this timber has already been offered in the 
Bombay market. The State has such immense 
resources in this timber that about 100,000 eft. 
can be exploited annually without detriment 
to silvicultural conditions. This instance is 
quoted merely as an example. The State has 
been importing several lakhs rupees’ worth of 
steel and cement for structural construction in 
the State, and it is hoped that in the next 4 or 
5 years, the State will become as self-sufficient 
as possible in the matter of structural material 
by employing her excellent timber resources 
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in the most economical, up-to-date and 
scientific manner. 

In order to make timber compete with steel 
and cement, timber has to be preserved, and 
that under pressure, with an excellent wood 
preservative that would not be washed out even 
when such timber is placed either in contact 
with moist soil or with water. Only then, can 
a high degree of durability be assured. In 
order to enable not only the different depart¬ 
ments of the State, but even the public to 
obtain properly treated timber at low cost, 
and in order to release as much of the teak 
produced by the State for sale outside Travan- 
core (especially after April next year, when it 
is anticipated that an import duty on Burma 
teak will be levied) five Ascu treatment plants 
have been functioning intensively at different 
points in the State. They will be inereased 
to seven in the near future. Except one, the 
rest are mobile units. All the plants are, at 
present, treating not only some thousands of 
telephone and electrical poles, but several 
thousand fence posts and several thousand eft. 
, of building, brSlge and factory timber. Ascu 
treated poles are now being sold at thrice the 
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’former price that was asked for them. The 
largest of State treating plants, situated at 
Pallam in North Travancore, is treating about 
'25,000 eft. for putting up a highway bridge 
(near Thottapally) which will be 1200 ft. long 
and 18 ft. in width and designed for Standard 
highway loading. By using treated timber, 
although the apparent saving to G-overnment 
is about half a lakh of rupees, the actual 
saving is of the order of Rs. 75,000/- .on 
account of the profit made by’ the Forest 
Department in supplying the timber of a kind 
for which there has been little market. The 
actual profit to the State, as a whole, is even 
much higher on account of the employment 
that it has been able to give and it will be able 
to give to her people in the extraction, treat¬ 
ment and installation of the bridge. This is 
only a typical instance. 

In a brief article of this type, it is impos¬ 
sible to make anything but a passing reference 
to the main lines of forest utilisation, that 
have been taken up or it is proposed to take 
up in the immediate future. The utilisation 
of eta bamboo is now practical]/' confined to 
providing material for the weaving of cheap 
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matting. The possibilities of building up a' 
lucrative or important business by such 
utilisation is obviously not bright. Although 
eta bamboo had been condemned by an Italian’ 
firm for the manufacture of artificial silk, the 
Development Department has been able to 
arrange a demonstration of the possibility and 
economy of making artificial silk from this 
type of bamboo. Unfortunately, on account 
of the present international political tension, 
action as regards putting up a semi-com¬ 
mercial plant for the manufacture of rayon 
and staple fibre from eta bamboo has had to be 
postponed till a more propitious time. As 
annually about 10,000 tons of cellulose can be 
reckoned on from the eta bamboo resources of 
the State, the gross value of artificial silk, if 
all the cellulose is converted eventually into 
artificial silk, at present market priaes, will 
work out at a little over 1£ crores of rupees. 
There is another line of utilisation to which 
eta bamboo has been demonstrated to lend 
itself with the minimum of imported material 
Qr labour. It is for making “hard-boards” 
which have advantages over wooden boards, 
and even plywood. The boards can be made 
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completely waterproof, fireproof, and insect- 
proof. They neither shrink nor swell. There 
are practically no chemicals that are necessary 
’ to be imported. Practically all that is neces¬ 
sary for the manufacture of such boards is 
cheap electrical power. The process of manu¬ 
facture is so simple that no outside supervision 
or labour is necessary. There is a ready 
market for the manufactured product. 

Before closing the article, a brief reference 
may be made to other important experiments 
that are in vogue. The utilisation of timber 
waste that is now left in the forest after con¬ 
version into scantlings and planks for the 
manufacture of charcoal, and eventually for 
the utilisation of charcoal for power and 
illumination purposes, is an important line, 
especially as the State transport system is 
being sapidly developed, and as with the 
successful competition of motor-driven vehi¬ 
cles with railroads, it is extremely improbable 
that there will be any further railway con¬ 
struction in the State. There are nearly^3000 
miles of first and second-class roads over which 
men and materials have to bfe transported. 
The great importance of a cheap fuel for 
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generating power in mobile vehicles is of 
national importance. At present, more than 
60% of the volume of trees cut in the forest is 
left to rot. A great proportion of it can be 
salvaged for the utilisation of power and for 
even illumination purposes. 

Another important line of experimentation 
that will shortly be taken up is the investiga¬ 
tion into the optimum conditions for the peeling 
and slicing of wood veneers. An experimental 
plant is expected to arrive shortly. Before 
the advisability of the erection of a plywood 
mill in the State is considered it is very 
necessary to make a scientific investigation 
into the possibilities . of veneer peeling and 
slicing of all the timbers that are available in 
commercial quantities. Such a project will be 
undertaken shortly. 

A third important line of experimental 
investigation is in the line of developing an 
efficient waterproof and economical adhesive, 
if possible, from local materials. Already, 
preliminary experiments using tamarind seed 
meal and rubber latex have been successful. 
The glue is ■being perfected. The refinement 
and marketing of the gums and resins of forest 
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trees is another important problem that has 
been engaging the attention of the department. 
Samples of such gums and resins have been 
exported to TT.S.A. where they have been 
tested and referred to the different. organisa¬ 
tions in the country who import such materials. 

It is hoped that some of the important 
cross-sections of the work of the Development 
Department have been made revealed in this 
brief article. If properly and scientifically 
worked, the forest resources of Travancore 
can yield an annual gross revenue of 2 to 3 
crores of rupees in the next 10 or 15 years. 
But patience and willingness to spend money 
on research are necessary and essential factors 
before any important developments can be 
expected. Clqse and whole-hearted co-opera¬ 
tion with the department will produce results 
of far-rsaching economic and scientific signi¬ 
ficance. . 



LOCAL EFFORT BASIS FOR 
RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 

TRAVANCORE’S SCHEME 

BY 

D. Sbencbr Hatch, B.Sc. M.Sc., in Agb., Ph.D. 

Member, Travanoore University Senate 

As far as we knew, no other State has set 
out first to make a systematic study of those 
places in the State where local leaders and 
local organisations were making some attempt 
to improve conditions, and then to give such, 
assistance on top of these local efforts as 
would make them most effective. • But to do 
just that is the new scheme in Travanoore. 

His Highness the Maharaja’s G-overment 
have no desire to establish even a single show 
centre which might bring advertisement but 
which from experience elsewhere could not be 
expected to have its demonstrations copied 
widely by the people of the villages, or to 
have full enough co-operation from the 
people. 

•Instead, Trayancore will aid the people in 
their own efforts, a method which I myself 
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"have found successful through sixteen years 
of service here. From the reconstructed Eco¬ 
nomic Development Board we have a small 
Rural Reconstruction Committee whose pur¬ 
pose it is to visit local efforts in rural 
reconstruction, one after another, in a 
systematic way, studying each carefully 
examining the local plan and resources. All 
possible directions for improving the plan and 
for carrying forward the programme will be 
given. Where financial help is needed the 
Committee will ascertain just how much 
money on top of all possible local resources 
would bring the project to fullest fruitfulness, 
and will so inform the Government. 

As the work and services of the Committee 
progresses it may be possible to furnish expert 
guidance for period of time actually on the 
spot of «ach local effort. The Committee is 
able to guide arrangements for the training in 
rural reconstruction of the local workers and 
leaders of each project. 

By these simple methods Government can 
make its help reach to all parts 'of the Stat$, 
and can make any money available for rural 
reconstruction go such a long way as it only 
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has to help out in each case after all possible’ 
local resources have been collected. This plan 
also enlists the maximum of effort, interest 
and co-operation on the part of local areas 
because the programme is the people’s own. 

SUCCESSFUL FOE NON-OFFICIAL AGENCIES 

This system is . founded upon years of ex¬ 
perience. For sixteen years it has been the 
definite scheme of the Y. M. 0. A. Eural 
Demonstration Centre and its Extension 
programme from Martandam. 

It has never been the Martandam. plan to 
try to improve all the families or all the 
villages within the Extension area. The 
work started with a three-mile radius as 
the immediate Extension area and this was 
later extended to seven miles. Soma* of'the 
villages within this area at first showed 
no interest in the work taught and demon¬ 
strated from the Centre, but here and there 
wide-awake leaders were found who were 
eager to have the benefits of the Martandam 
programme for„ themselves and their fellow- 
villagers. These leaders were willing to take 
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training and to work vigorously along with 
the Extension workers of the Centre. So the 
work developed first in these places where 
there were local leaders to help. 

Later on, what might he called the sleeping 
villages catch the gleam from the active ones. 
When they see a neighbouring village having 
many features of a more abundant life, 
leaders among them arise who ask the Ex¬ 
tension workers to guide them in having the 
same improvements. A neighbouring village 
will not long lie sleeping in its poverty and 
misery when a nearby village has now a road, 
ending for ever its former roadlessness, when 
it has a well, better production in marketing, 
with profitable cottage industries for spare 
time that was formerly wasted. Generally 
there are relatives in both these villages so 
that the* news of better things easily spreads. 

Too tremendous would be the effort for a 
Eural Demonstration Centre like Martandam 
to improve villages until they could find local 
leaders to help. Even Governments will find 
the task too arduous, if they have, to do rural- 
reconstruction for people. It *must be done 
with the active co-operation and hard work of 
108 



TRAVANCORE RE-BORN 


the local people; so Governmer s will have 
to find these local leaders and build their work 
upon local efforts. Only then will there be 
much success, and that is exactly the reason 
why the Travancore Government through its 
Eural Committee is studying in a systematic 
way the efforts of local people to help them¬ 
selves, and is then giving such help as would 
\ bring those efforts to greater fruitfulness, be 
lit assistance to local projects, training of: 
workers, guidance, or other encouragements. 
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